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Entertainment / Music

Toronto Symphony fantastique in French
program — Review
With the right conductor, the Toronto Symphony Orchestra is as good as the world’s

best orchestras, proving it Wednesday night with an all-French program at Roy

Thomson Hall.

Stéphane Denève conducted an all-French program with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra at

Roy Thomson Hall on Thursday night.

By: John Terauds Freelance Entertainment writer, Published on Wed May 01 2013

Toronto Symphony Orchestra

With guest conductor Stéphane Denève. Repeats Thu. & Sat.

Roy Thomson Hall, 60 Simcoe St. 416-593-4828 (tso.ca)

There are still many doubters who have not heard the

Toronto Symphony Orchestra recently. They need to know

in no uncertain terms that, with the right conductor, this

band is as good as the world’s best orchestras.

They handed an enraptured audience the proof at Roy

Thomson Hall on Wednesday night with the help of guest

French conductor Stéphane Denève.

The maestro turned the hall into a petit Paris with an all-French program that put the

spotlight on the orchestra’s technical precision, impeccable co-ordination and unerring

balance.

Best of all, Denève managed to saturate the already colourful and theatrical music with

even more colour and imbue it with a master storyteller’s sense of spontaneity.

The magic started with Claude Debussy’s famous Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune,

from 1894, which wafted by in a breath of fairy-tale languor.

That particular spell gave way to Francis Poulenc’s riotously varied Concerto for Two

Pianos, which dates from 1931. It is part music hall, part exploration of something

exotically Asian and all show, challenging the two pianists in all sorts of ways.

Two French pianists, Eric Le Sage and Frank Braley, made impressive debuts with the

orchestra as they negotiated the concerto with amazing aplomb.

Then came the pièce de résistance, Hector Berlioz’s 1830 masterpiece, the Symphonie

Fantastique, which lived up to its title.

This is one of those showpieces that really tests the mettle of both conductor and

orchestra. It’s a five-movement crazy quilt that requires a powerful vision to keep a

coherent story running from beginning to end.

But that’s the bigger picture. Denève also had a lot of micro-managing to do, through

Berlioz’s ever-shifting dynamics and tempos.

Top News

Star columnist was outstanding Aussie
writer and musician

Greg Quill: Tribute to a Star columnist, who was

a proud family  man and outstanding Aussie

writer and musician

Free excerpt: How the Rock 'n' Roll Hall
of Famers came to be

Star journalist Vinay  Menon conducted separate

and lengthy  interv iews with Geddy  Lee, Alex

Lifeson and Neil Peart and stitched the band’s

history  together.

Arts Blog

Our goal is to prov ide an

image-based showcase

from Toronto area

galleries

TV Listings

What's on telev ision

tonight

Cleveland missing women: could hero

Wednesday, May 8, 2013

9:42 AM EDT

MUSIC
Sign in

Search The Star

Search the archives

Recommend 12

Durham cop threatens to beat man and

plant cocaine, graphic v ideo shows

Millions in taxpay er-funded consulting

work kept secret

Updated Pitcher J.A. Happ removed on

stretcher as Jay s win another dramatic

comeback 

Rare heart condition caused teen's death at

Toronto Marathon, coroner finds

NEW Drop in housing starts latest signal

that housing market is cooling

Fly ing soon? Why  y ou can expect fewer

flight attendants

Accused killer say s he feared for his life as

he was being punched

Joy  and anger in Cleveland after kidnapped

women rescued

Greg Quill tribute

RUSH: An Oral History

The Kit: Here's how to wear retro makeup looks
for spring

4 travel reward credit
cards compared

The Grid: The real
reasons why Toronto
has a bike-theft
problem

YouTube touts itself as
a new-generation
video platform not TV
alternative

ManChef teaches
Toronto men cooking
basics

Most Popular

http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/news.html
http://www.thestar.com/yourtoronto.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports.html
http://www.thestar.com/business.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/television.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/movies.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stargazing.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/visualarts.html
http://www.thestar.com/life.html
http://www.thestar.com/diversions.html
http://www.thestar.com/classifieds
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thestar/
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/05/06/cleveland_women_who_disappeared_as_teens_found_alive_in_home.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/personal_finance/spending_saving/2013/05/07/how_a_reply_all_email_led_to_a_lawsuit.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/real_estate/2013/05/07/beach_home_for_sale_but_itll_cost_you_50_just_to_see_it.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2013%2F05%2F01%2Ftoronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review.html&text=Toronto%20Symphony%20fantastique%20in%20French%20program%20%E2%80%94%20Review&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2013%2F05%2F01%2Ftoronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review.html&via=torontostar
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2F2013%2F05%2F01%2Ftoronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review.html
http://license.icopyright.net/3.7212?icx_id=/content/thestar/entertainment/music/2013/05/01/toronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music.html
http://www.thestar.com/authors.terauds_john.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/2013/05/07/greg_quill_tribute_to_a_star_columnist_who_was_a_proud_husband_father_grand_dad_and_outstanding_aussie_writer_and_musician.html
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2013/04/15/star_dispatches_rush_an_oral_history.html
http://thestar.blogs.com/artblog/
http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=tos
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/05/07/cleveland_kidnappings_quirky_charles_ramsey_is_americas_latest_hero.html
http://www.facebook.com/torontostar
http://www.thestar.com/about/twitter.html
http://www.thestar.com/about/rssfeeds.html
http://www.thestar.com/
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music.html
http://www.thestar.com/about/archive-search.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/05/06/cleveland_women_who_disappeared_as_teens_found_alive_in_home.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/personal_finance/spending_saving/2013/05/07/how_a_reply_all_email_led_to_a_lawsuit.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/real_estate/2013/05/07/beach_home_for_sale_but_itll_cost_you_50_just_to_see_it.html
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2013/05/01/toronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review.html&media=http://www.thestar.com/content/dam/thestar/entertainment/music/2013/05/01/toronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review/stephane_deneve.jpg.size.xxlarge.promo.jpg&description=Toronto+Symphony+fantastique+in+French+program+%26mdash%3B+Review
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2013/05/08/durham_police_constable_threatens_to_beat_up_man_and_plant_cocaine_on_him_video_shows.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2013/05/08/star_investigation_millions_in_taxpayerfunded_consulting_work_kept_secret.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/investigations/2013/05/08/star_investigation_millions_in_taxpayerfunded_consulting_work_kept_secret.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/bluejays/2013/05/07/blue_jays_pitcher_ja_happ_removed_on_stretcher_as_jays_win_another_dramatic_comeback.html
http://www.thestar.com/sports/bluejays/2013/05/07/blue_jays_pitcher_ja_happ_removed_on_stretcher_as_jays_win_another_dramatic_comeback.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2013/05/07/rare_heart_condition_caused_teen_runners_heart_to_stop_during_toronto_marathon_coroner_finds.html
http://www.thestar.com/business/real_estate/2013/05/08/drop_in_housing_starts_latest_signal_that_housing_market_is_cooling.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2013/05/07/ottawa_clearing_way_for_canadian_airlines_to_use_fewer_flight_attendants.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2013/05/07/ottawa_clearing_way_for_canadian_airlines_to_use_fewer_flight_attendants.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2013/05/07/accused_killer_marko_pandurevic_says_he_feared_for_his_life_as_he_was_being_punched.html
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/05/07/cleveland_kidnappings_joy_and_anger_after_kidnapped_women_rescued.html
http://www.thekit.ca/beauty/face/benefit-the-rich-is-back-matthew-williamson/
http://www.thestar.com/business/personal_finance/spending_saving/2013/05/02/5_travel_reward_credit_cards_compared.html
http://www.thegridto.com/city/local-news/the-real-problem-with-bike-theft-in-toronto/
http://www.thestar.com/life/technology/2013/05/02/youtube_touts_itself_as_a_newgeneration_video_platform_not_tv_alternative.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/food_wine/2013/05/02/manchef_teaches_toronto_men_cooking_basics.html


5/8/13 Toronto Symphony fantastique in French program — Review |  Toronto Star

www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2013/05/01/toronto_symphony_fantastique_in_french_program_review.html 2/2

In a mark of a great conductor, he had an iron grip on both aspects of this piece. The

biggest revelation of all was how Denève managed to make the work sound fresh and in

the moment. Throughout, he emphasized much detail in an overwrought score without

ever losing momentum or musical meaning.

It’s hard to imagine hearing this piece, or any of the others on this program, played any

better. It would be a shame to waste the opportunity.
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